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ON THE DIVINE DECREES. 


in a letter from the Rev. Thomas Scott lo a friend 
in Scotland. 

“I might be srrprised, but could not per- 
eeive the least cause of being offended, by 
your very frank and respectful address, which 
surely was more suited to please than to dis- 
please any man of tolerable candor. I de- 
sire to be thankful if any human being derive 
advantage from what the Lord enables me to 
attempt ; and, as faras my many engagements 
will allow of it, I would be willing to take up 
the stumbling blocks out of the way of Zion’s 
travellers, (Isa, Ivii, 14.) by private and par- 
ticular counsel, as well as by more public and 
general instructions. 

. “In respect of the deep points on which 
you desire my opinion, J} shall be glad to give 


you any satisfaction : but a thinking mind will 


always be impeded by difficulties about them, 
till increasing acquaintance with the human 
heart, and the state of the world, gradually 
dissipate the darkness: and [ should judge 
from the style of your letter, that you are seek- 
ingin the right way to him who makes dark 
things light, and crooked things straight, be- 
fore his people. I have long been very de- 
cided in my judgment fm respect of the truth 
and reasonableness of these doctrines, which 
fonce quarrelled with even to blasphemy ; 
yet I hold them in such a way, and assign them 
in so moderate a proportion to other parts of 
revelation, that the vehement Calvinists own 
me not as staunch to their party ; but, though 
lam by no means disposed to consider the 
belief of them as essential to salvation, I find 
myself not more approved by the zealous Ar- 
menians : for [ always insist upon it, that, if 
men cannot receive them, they ought not to 
venture a single word, which, in case they 
should be true, would prove to be derogato- 
ry to the honour of the divine character and 
government. 

“T consider the doctrine of the divine de- 
crees as inseparable from that of the pre- 
science or omniscience of God ; and I cannot 
conceive it possible for any man to answer 
the reasonings of a competent logician in 
proof of this philosophical position. Mr, 








Locke, though no friend to Calvinism, has 
made extraordinary concessions in this res- 
pect. But then, I do not think myself allow- 
ed to mix the philosophy of the doctrine with 
the divinity of it; bat bound to confine my- 
self, as a preacher, to the word of God, with- 
out tracing revealed truths to unrevealed caus- 
es and consequences ; by which some reason- 
ing Calvinists have clogged the doctrine with 
difficulties, and exposed it to objections, which 
have nothing to do with the scriptural state- 
ment of it. The sovereignty of God is, | ap- 
prehend a very different thing from arbitrary 
power: it is the sovereignty of infinite wis- 
dom, knowledge, justice, truth, goodness, and 
mercy; and, therefore, nothing can be de- 
creed by it, which is not the best possible, all 
things considered, Now if the best plan pos- 
sible be selected and executed, what does it 
signify whether it was formed, in every part 
from eternity, or whether it was formed at the 
moment, as circumstances required ?—God 
does nothing without the best possible reasons 
but he does not gratify the pride and curiosi- 
ty of fallen rebels, by assigning his reasons to 
them. He doubtless has reasons for choosing 
a sinner to salvation: but the sinner’s merit, 
or inferior degree of criminality, or more do- 
cile disposition, or natural voluntary concur- 
rence with his grace, is not of the number of 
these reasons: but the desert of those that 
perish is the assigned and proper reason why 
he punishes them. 

“The decrees of God respecting man do 
not relate to him merely as a rational crea- 
turc, but as a fallen rebel. God sees the 
whole human.race in the ruins of the fall; 
and, while he judges with infallible trath, 
that they all deserve to perish, and must per- 
ish unless infinite love provide a remedy, and 
infinite power apply it; he determines, for 
reasons best known to himself, to glorify his 
awful justice in punishing some according to 
their deservings, and to glorify his most abun- 
dant mercy and grace in saving otlers, ina 
way that shews them to be deserving of the 
same condemoation, The indissoluble knot 
in this business is the first entrance of evil in- 
to God’s creation: this he could have pre- 
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vented, but has not; nor could h< almi)'y 
intervention have consisted with his mysal go- 
verument; as an invingible barrier to all diso- 
bedience must have made all laws, &c. useless, 
and all displays of his moral perfections com- 
paratively feeble aid indistinct. But ‘silence 
becomes ignorance :’ and further I dare not 
speculate. Ile does all to the praise of his 
own glory : and, at last, that will be most dis- 
played by the;plan he has adopted. Howey- 
er, the difficulty is the same on every system ; 
fur evil does exist, 

“It is plain, from the fulfilment of many 
prophecies, by the voluntary actions of nume- 
rous agents combined against God and his 
cause; that his decrees are in no respect eith- 
er the motives of men’s actions, or inconsist- 
eut with their free agency. Bui, by a wisdom 
to us incomprehensible, he leaves men to fol- 
low their own inclinations, and places them 
in such circumstances as infallibly secure the 
accomplishment of his secret purposes. ‘The 
whole world lieth in wickedness; and you 
justly observe that the apostle ascribes this 
to their evil dispositions: idolatry arose from 
men’s not liking to retuin God in their knowi- 
edge. Ever since the fall, men have been car- 
nal, as born of the flesh: aud the carnal mind 
is enmity against God, ‘This enmity induces 
every man, as left to himself, and as tempted 
by Satan, to break and hate the law of God : 
and, even after all that Christ has. done and 
suffered for sinners, if men were left to them- 
selves, they would universally hate and reject 
the gospel, because it honors the law, and is 
diametrically opposite to their pride and lusts. 
Ye must, then, be born again. 

Now this is a resurrection from a_ spiritual 
death, a new creatwa, an act of omnipotence. 
No sinner can merit it; none is disposed to 
claim it; none can do, or will attempt, any 
thing to effect it : but God, as a sovereign, has 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, aud leaves 
whom he will of his proud enemies to be har- 
dened. Of his great dave wherewith he lov- 
ed us when dead im sing he quickened us ; and 
made us willing inthe day of his power.— 
This, I appretiend, ‘is the’ only reason, why 
one sitiher repents, believes, fears, prays, 
hopes, lovés, and obeys, while another con- 
tinues obstinate in impenitence, uvbelief, and 
digobedience... Se that,none are rejected be- 
cause pot elect, without respeet to the sin of 
their conduct, and the dete: mined sinfalness 
of their hearts; atrd'the promises are all made 
to such holy dispositions as are the fruits of 
special grace, the effects of regeneration.— 
This, therefore, is perfectly consistent with 
commands, exhortations, invitations, and ex- 
postulations. If any man find .a willingness 
to comply with the exhortation, and embrace 
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[ Aue. 
take of the water of life freely: for Christ 


will in no wise cast out him that cometh.— 
Nor. is it requisite that he should determine 
the nature and source of this willingness, be- 
fore he comes ; though he will in due time be 
led to ascribe it to special grace, if indeed it 
be a willingness to be saved, in the Lord’s 
way, from sin and all its consequences, to use 
the prescribed means, and to reneunce all 
things for the sake of Christ. But if any man 
be not thus willing, whatever he may pretend 
now, he will at length find that his vowilling- 
ness arose from enmity to God and holiness, 
from pride of heart, and love of sin; aud that 
God ouly purposed to leave a perverse rebel 
to his own mad choice, without exerting his 
omnipotence to conquer his obstinacy. So 
that nothing can be more false, than the re- 
presentation some give of the doctrine,—as 
if God determined to save some men, howey- 
er wicked and slothful they were; and to 
damn others, however desirous of salvation, 
and diligent in seeking it: though some zeal- 
ous Calvinists have said unguarded things, 
which give plausibility to such cavils. 

“No man can know his election, except by 
the evidence of regeneration, especially re- 
pentance and its fruits, and faith in Christ 
working by love to him, his people, and his 
commands. In proportion as these are clear, 
he may infer his election of God, and con 
clude that he will perfect the good work he 
hath begtin: but, if these be obscure, it is pro- 
portionably presumptuous for men to con- 
clude themselves elect, or to encourage them- 
selves with the doctrine of final perseverance. 
Hence you will perceive, that. many object- 
ions to the doctrines, and abuses of them, are 
the effects of human depravity, and have no 
real relation to the truths themselves. Many 
deem themselves elect because they believe 
election and dispute for it; yet their boast- 
ings, railings, evil tempers, and worldly lives 
are black marksof reprobation; that is, that 
at present they are disapproved characters. 
But no man can know that he is not elect; 
for, whatever his past or presentconduct may 
be, he may yet be converted: and every ser- 
ious conviction, and desiré after salvation, is 
a hopeful token ; and a willirig mind (as above 
described,) is a certain proof of, election.— 
The distress of numbers,.on this ground is 
wholly the effect, of misapprehension and 
temptation. 99 
“Election with ‘the doctrines connected 
with it, when truly believed, must produce hu- 
miliation before God 3 gratitude to him for ev- 
ery hopeful token of being made to differ; a 
disposition to give him all the glory, and de- 
vote ourselves to him; meekness, long-sufler- 
ing, tender compassion for sinners; hope of 





the invitation of the gospel ; let him come and 


their salvation by the same grace that saves 
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us; diligence in using means for that end,— 
as God works by means ; and in short, every 
holy temper. It gives encouragement to 
wrestle, run, and labor, by*the assurance that 
no temptation shall at last deprive us of the 
blessing : but no encouragement to be_sloth- 
ful, or to indulge in sin; because that must 
make our election doubtful. Finally, many 
are elected and called, and manifest the hu- 
mility and holy teudency of the doctrine, and 
its effects upon their hearts, who dissent from 
the notions they have formed of it in their 
heads. 

“If these general thoughts be of any use 
to you, or by you to any other, I shall deem 
ita privilege ; and shall be glad toanswer any 
question you may further propose. In gene- 
ral, ascribe the glory of all the good to God, 
and the blame of all bad to man, and you 
cannot be far wrong. Desiring an interest in 
your prayers, and to be remembered with 
love to all my unknown brefhren with you, 

“TI remain, your friend and servant in 
Christ, Tuos. Scorr.” 


BURMAN MISSION. 


The Christian Watchman contains a letter from 
Dr. Judson, giving a more particular account of the 
death of his much lamented wife,—from which we 
make the following extracts :— 


Letter from the Rev. Avonirnam Jupson, D. D. 
to Mrs. Uassextine, of West. Bradford, Mass. 
dated vtva, Dec. 7th, 1826. 


Dear Motuer,—This letter, though intended 
for the whole family, I address particularly to you ; 
for it is a mother’s heart that will be most deeply 
interested in its melancholy details. I propose to 
give you, at different times, some account of my 
great irreparable loss, of which you will have heard, 
before receiving this letter. 

I left your daughter, my beloved wife, at Am- 
herst, the Sth of July last in good health comforta 
bly situated, happy in being out of the reach of 
Our savage Oppressors, and aniunated in prospect 
ofa field of Missionary labour, opening under the 
auspices of British protection. It affords me some 
comfort, that she not only consented to my leav 
ing her, for the purpose of joining the present em 
bassy of Ava, but uniformly gave her advice in fa 
vour of the measure, whenever I hesitated con- 
cerning my duty, Accordingly [left her. On the 
oth of July, I saw her for the last time. Qui par- 
ting was much less painful, than many others had 
been. We had been preserved through so many 
trials and vicissitudes, that a-separation of three 
or four months, attended with no hazards to either 
party, seemed a light thing. We parted therefore, 
with cheerful hearts, confident of a speedy re-un- 
ion, and indulging fond anticipations of future 
years of domestic happiness. 

After my return to Rangoon, and subsequent 
arrival at Ava, I received several letters from her, 
Written in her usual style, and exhibiting no sub- 
ject of regret or apprehension, except the declin- 
ing health of our little daughter Maria. Her last 
was dated the 14th of September. She says, “I 
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have this day moved into the new house, and for 
the first time, since we were broken up at Ava, 
feel myself'at home. “The house is large and 
convenient, and> if you were here, I should feel 
quite happy.—The pative population is increasing 
very fast, and things wear rather a favourable as- 
pect. Moung Ing’s school has commenced with 
ten scholars, and more are expected.—Poor little 
Maria is still feeble. I sometimes hope she is get- 
ting better ; then again she declines to her former 
weakness. Whenl ask her, where Papa is, she 
always starts up and points towards the sea.—The 
servants behave very well; and Lhave no trouble 
about any thing, excepting you and Maria, Pray 
take care of yourself, particularly as it regards the 
intermittent fever at Avya.——-May God preserve and 


hless you, and restore you in safety to your vew 


and old home, is the prayer of your affectionate 
Ann.” 

On the 3d of October, Capt. F , Civil Su- 
perintendeut of Amherst, writes, “ Mrs. Judson is 
extremely well.” Why she did not write herself, 
by the same opportunity, Lknow not. On the 8th, 
the same gentleman writes, “I can hardly think 
itvight to tell you, that Mrs. Judson has had an 
attack of fever, as before this reaches you, she 
will, Isincerely trust, be quite well, as it has not 
been so severe as to reduce her. This was occa- 
sioned by too close attendance on the child.—How- 
ever, her cares have been rewarded in a most ex- 
traordinary manner, as the poor babe, at one time, 
was so reduced, that po rational hope could be 
entertained of its recovery ; but at the present, a 
most favourable change has taken place, and she 
has tnproved wonderfully —Mrs. Judson had no 
fever last night, so that the intermission is now 
complete.” 

The tenor of this letter was such, as to make 
my inind quite easy, both as it regarded the motheg 
aed the child, 

My next communication was a letter witha 
black seal, handed me by a person, saying, that he 
was sorry to have to inform me of the death of the 
child. [know not whether this was a mistake on 
his part, or whether it was intended to prepare my 
mind for the real intelligence. I went into my 
room and apened the letter with feelings of grati- 
tude and joy, that at any rate the mother was 
spared. It was from Mr. B , Assistant Su- 
perintendent of Amherst, dated the 26th of Oct. 
and began thus: “ My dear Sir, to one who has 
suffered so much, and with such, exemplary for- 
titude, there needs but little preface to tell a tale 
of distress. It. were cruel indeed to torture you 
with doubt and suspense. To sum up the 
unhappy tidings in a. few words—Mrs. Judson is 
no more.” * * ia . * “ 

* * At intervals, I got through with 
the dreadful letter, and proceed tO give you the 
sulstance, as indelibly engraven on my heart, 
“ Early in this month, she was attacked with a 
most violent fever. From the first, she felta strong 
presentiment, that she could not recover, and on 
the 24th, about eight in the evening, she expired, 
Dr. R was quite assiduous in bis attentions, 
both as friend and physician. Capt. F ro- 
cured her the services ofa European woman from 
the 45th Regiment; and be assured all was done, 
to comfort her in her sufferings, and smooth the 

















passage te the grave. We all deeply fee! the loss 


of this excellent lady, whose shortness of residence 



















































164 Protestant Society. 


among us was yet suflicient!f long, to impress us 
with adeep sense of her worth and virmes.—li 
was not until about the 20:h, that Dr. R. began 
seriously to suspect danger, Before that period 
the fever had abated at intervals ;, but its last ap- 
proach baffled all medical skill. Onthe morning 
of the 23d Mrs,d, spoke for the last time. The 
disease had then completed its conquest, and from 
that time, up to the moment of dissolution, she 
lay nearly motionless and apparently quite insen- 
-sible.—Yesterday morning, I assisted in the last 
melancholy office of putting her mortal remeins in 
the coffin; and in the eveving, her funeral was 
attended by all the European officers now resident 
here We have buried her near the spot where she 
first landed ; and I have put up a small rade fence 
aro ind the grave, to protect it from incautious ip- 
trusion.— Your little girl Maria is much better. 
Mrs, W———— has taken charge of her; and I 
hope she will continue to thrive under her care.” 

You perceive, that I have no account whatever 
of the stzte of her mind, in view of death and 
eternity, or of her wishes concerning her darling 
babe, whoin she loved most intensely. I hope to 
glean some information on these points froin the 
physician who attended her, and the native con 
verts who must have been occasionally present. 

I will not trouble you, my dear mother, with an 
account of my own private feelings—the bitter, 
heart-rendiag anguish, which for some days would 
admit of no mitigation, and the comfort, which 
the gospel subsequently afforded, the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ, which brings lif. and immorality to 
light. Blessed assurance—and let us apply it 
afresh to our hearts—that while Iam writing, and 
you perusing these lines, her spirit.is. resting and 
rejoicing in the beavenly paradise, 


“ Where ‘glories shine and pleasures roll, 
That charm, delight, transport the soul ; 
And every panting wish shall be 
Possess'd of boundless bliss in Thee.”’ 


And there, my ceay mother, we also sball soon be, 
uniting and participating in the felicities of heaven, 
with her, for whom we now mourn. “ Amen. 
Even so, come Lord Jesus.” 


Amherst, Feb. 4ih, 1827. 


» Amid the desolation, that death has made, L take 
tp my pem-once more to, address the mother of my 
heloved Aon. I am sitting in the house she built 
‘+m the room where she breathed her jast—and 

‘ata window from which I see the tree that stands 
at the head of her grave, and the top of the “ small 
rude fence,” which.they bave put up“ to protect 
it from incantious intresion.” ek ts 
. Mr, aod Mrs. Wade are living in the house, 

aving arrived here about ‘a month afiér Ann’s 

Meath; and Mrs, Wade has taken charge of my 
poor motherless Mitia. T was unable'to get any 
accounts of the child at Rangoon sand it was only 

fon my arriving heie, the 24th ult. that I léarnt she 
was still alive. Mr. Wade met me at the landing 
place ; and as] passed on to the house, one and 
another of the native Christians caine out, and 
when they saw me, they beganto weep. At length, 
we reached the house ; and T altost expected to 
see my love eoming out to meet me, as UMral ; 
butno. I saw only, in the arms of Mrs. Wade, a 
poor litle puny child, who could not recognize 
her weeping father, and from whose infant mind 
had long been erased all recollection of the moth- 
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er who loved her so much. She turned awa, 
from me in alarm, and I, obliged’to seek comfo, 
elsewhere, fauund my way to the gtave; but who 
ever obtained comfort there? Thence [ went to 
the honse, in which I left her ; ad I looked at the 
spot, where we fast kuélt in prayer, and where we 
exchanged the parting salutation. 

The doctor Who attended her Was reinoved to 
another station, and the only information I can 
obtain, is such as the native Christians are able to 
communicate, Ig seems, that her head was invc; 
affected, during berlast days, and she said bu: 
little. She sometinnes complaind thus—The teach. 
er is long in coming, and the new missionaries 
iong in coming ; I must die alove, and leave my 
dite one ; but as it is tho wilkof God, I acquiesce 
jo His will.—L.am not afraid of death, but I an, 
afraid I shall not be able to bear these pains. 

Tell the teacher, that the disease was most vio 
lent, and I could not write ; tell him how I suffer 
ed and died ; tell him all that you see; and take 
eare of the house and thiugs uatil he return. 
When she was unable to notice any thing else, sly 
would still eallthe child to her, and charge the 
nurse to be kind to jt, and indulge it in every thing, 
until its father should return, The last day o: 
two, she lay almost senseless and motionless—ou 
one side—her head reclining on her arin—her 
eyes closed ; and at eight im the evening, with one 
exclamation of distress in the Burman language 
she ceased to breathe. 


PROTESTANT SOCIETY, 
FOR THE PROTECTION OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY. 


The Sixteenth Annual Meeting of this Society 
was held in London on the 12th of May. 


Field- Preaching interrupted. 


To the last Annual Meeting, the Committec 
mentioned a case in which they had resolved to 
interfere, on behalf of Wm. Gibbs, an Arminiaa 
Methodist, connected with Wm. O'Bryan, and 
who had been apprehended and committed to pris- 
or at Winchester, for preaching out of doors, on 
a piece of vacant ground within that ancient city. 
At considerable expense they relieved him from 
the gaol. by Habeas Corpus, brought him to Lon- 
don, and obtained his discharge. They then di- 
rected an action to be brought against the alder- 
man of the city who had committed him to pris- 
on, and the result of the action was an offer by 
the magistrate to express his regret. to pay all the 
charges, amounting to 501, that had been incurred, 
and also to present to the pious itinerant the sum 
of 101., as an acknowledgment of the wrong he 
had endured. The triumph of the Commitee was 
complete, and the gratitude of the object of their 
interposition laudable and sincere ; he presented 
21. as an offering to the Society, and devoted the 
remaining 8l. towafds thexeréction of a meeting 
rouse at the place where he resides. 


Refusal to register Births and to solemnize 
Marriagee. ' 

At Harrow, a clergyman refused improperly to 
register children on whow the rive of baptism had 
been by himself privately applied ; and at Lianid- 
loes, in Montgomeryshire, and at St. Hermon, in 
the county of Radnor, the clergymen, with feel- 
ings which neither a lawye: not Christian can ap- 








prove, refused to marry sowe young persons, un- 
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jess the bride, in each case would submit to be bap- 
tized by them. In both cases the Committee 
have interfered. In the first an ample apology 
has been transmitted; and in the latter case the 
christening fee has been returned, and an apology 
is expected hourly to arrive. On such conduct 
the Committee refrain from those expressions 
which their indignant sentiments would inspire : 
and especially as the very Statement must expose 
persons so ignorant or so unkind, to pity or con- 
iempt. 


lbuse of Parochial Authority and the Systewt 
of Poor Laws. 

Again, too, have the Committee to advert toca. 
ses in Which parochial authority and the system 
of the poor laws have been harshly abused. dn 
some places, as at Stockwell, in the parish of Lam 
beth, the tolling of the bell had been refused ovet 
Dissenters, though they had long been parishion- 
ers, aud entitled to especial respect. At Buck, 
Fastleigh, in the county of Devon; at Staple- 
hurst, in Kent; at East Mersea, in Essex; and 
in tire isle of Mersea, in the same county, relief 
had been withheld from the deserving poor, be- 
cause they attended Dissenting worship, and 
would spend their evenings occasionally, not in 
tippling, but at meetings for prayer. As to these 
cases, which awakened deep interest in the Com. 
mittee, who recollect that of the poor often is the 
kingdom of heaven, the Committee have learnt 
with satisfaction that their interpositions have pro- 
duced the most satisfactory and grateful results, 


Foreign Countries. 


Every where the Committee perceive the con- 
tinued struggle between darkness and light---be 


_ tween saperstition and her chains, and knowledge 


with purity and peace. Io Spain, they learn 
some attempts to revive inquisitorial practices 
with sorrow and abhorrence. With yet deeper 
sorrow they observe the intolerant spirit which the 
Protestant Canton of Vaud, in Switzerland) al- 
lows to exercise a horrible misrule. But having 
regarded France with anxiety and alarm, they ob- 
serye With pleasure that the rights of worship, the 
perfect equality of Protestants and Catholics, and 
the value of the freedom of the press, have been 
distinctly and wisely maintained ; and they cherish 
a hope, that all atiempts to re-introduce into that 
fair country bigotry and mental oppressions, wiil 
happily and for ever fail. The Continent of 
America the Committee also survey with increas- 
ing joy. There, yearly, they additionally perceive 
a brighter and brighter example that religious 
freedom aid tue religion will ever co-exist, and 
that they who vindicate the rights of conscience, 
apd oppose intolerance in every form, are real 
benefactors of their country, and promote the pie- 
ty and purity—the tirtue and welfare of swankind. 


Addresses. 


Rev. Mr. Hillyard, of Bedford, said: He had 
the honor of oceupying the same pulpit as the il- 
justrious Joha Bunyan did, whose Pilgrim had 
long been the admiration of Europe, aud which 
now was extending its pilgrimage to the remotest 
corners of the earth. That good man had suffer- 
ed twelve years’ imprisonment in the county goal 
for preaching the Gospel in that town. During 
last summer it was found necessary to make ex- 
tensive improvements in his chapel ; and he made 





application to the lord lieutenant and magistracy 
of the county, (several of whom, to their great 
honor, were clergymen of the established church,) 
for the’ ase_of the county-hall for his congrega- 
lion, while such repairs were in progress—-which 
application was unanimetsly grated, and he ac- 
tually preached fur three months in the very 
court where that venerable man had so ofien ap- 
peared as a prisoner, for preaching. (Hear.)}— 
The only objection that oecurred to his applica- 
tion, was, that the county-hall stood too sear the 
place for the established worship, and it was fear- 
ed that the singing of the Dissenters would inter- 
rupt the ceremonies of the church. He (Mr. H.) 
sincerely hoped that the prayers and singing of 
both persuasions might never interrupt each otb- 
er, but that both would swell into a sweet and sol- 
emn avihem to heaven, as a token of union be- 
tween the two denominations. (Applanse.) 

Rev. Thomas Juckson, of Stockwell, seid: In 
his county, (Surrey) there was such a disposision 
to oppress the poor in one parish, that they were 
uot permitted to receive a loaf of bread, oF a fag- 
got of wood in the winter season, to which they 
were entitled ander a liberal donation, unless they 
weit tothe parish church. If a poor, tottering 
woman, pinched with cold, asked a faggot, she 
would meet with a refusal, if she attended the pi- 
ous man in the dissenting chapel; or if a man, 
with six children, demanded bread, in order to 
satisfy their hanger, he must renounce the place 
where he ‘heard lhe Gospel, before the boon 
would be granted. But he had other things to 
mention of still higher importance. He had re- 
sided twenty-seven years in the parish of Lam- 
heth; which, fron its extent and vicinity to the 
capital, might he called a metropilitan parish ; 
and it would hardly be believed, that during that 
time, there were four instances in which the last 
ioken of respect to the. memory of departed 
friendship had been denied to his congregation. 
(Shame, shame.) A worthy man, who bad lived 
a blameless life of thirty years in the parish, was 
refused to have the bell tolled over the remains 
of his wife. Another instance occurred in the 
case of a geatleman of high respectability and af- 
fluence, to whose memory this usual ceremonial 
was denied, because he did not happen to bea 
member of the church, (Hear, hear.) When his 
own beloved wife was taken to the world of spir- 
its, that mark of deeent respect was also with- 
held ; and on applying to the bell-ringer, be (Mr. 
J.) was told that positive orders had been left with 
bim that the bell shotéd notbe tolled. (Hear, 
hear, hear.) » ° 2 ee 

At the close of almost every adilress, there were 
earnest Calls for Mr. Witks, 

He began. by stating that he had resolved not to 
speak on, the present occasien, but the tocredt of 
their kindness had swept away every previous pur- 
pose, and he should consider bimself heartless and 
ungrateful indeed, if he met their attentions with 
silence or neglect. “ But,” said the learned gen- 
tleman, “if [ were silent, silence would be no 
proof of indifference to this gréat cause. What! 
Could 1 be indifferent, when from the cural Nanilet 
[ catch the moans of suffering poverty—wiien I 
find the poor laws converted intoan engine of op- 
pression—when I receive accounts from the ble 
of Mersea of a poor blind man, nearly eighty 
years of age, threatened to be chained up in the 
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workhouse, because he preferred the meeting 
house to the church; when I learn from Buck- 


fastieigh, in Devonshire, the witholding of relief 


from a sick widower with six small children, be 
cause he prefers to worship his God in the Dissen- 
ters’ chapel ; ond am apprised from Stapleburst, in 
Kent, that the usual pay has been refused to a vir- 
tuous widow and her three orphan babes, because 
she had found her way to meeting and would 
there, rather than at church, breathe out her hum 
ble prayer! What! canI be indiffereut, when the 
lay rectors, lords of manors, magistrates, and over 
seers, are allb arrayed against sufferers who are 
conscientious, though obscure,—as though poverty, 
and age, and sickness and widowhood, were no! 
ills enough—asthough religion might not shed her 
consolation mn their rugged path—as though inde- 
pendence of heart must be withered and destroyed 
—as though no flower might blossom in the desert 
no heavenly hope shineamid the poor cottager’s 
glvom—as though the last best staff of hope should 
be wrung from their trembling ygrasp—as though 
new bitterness niwst he mingled with the very dregs 
of wo! It isto this Society and keaven, that these 
pious victims to principle and conscience, turn their 
imploring eye. and never can they look in vain, o: 
be thought on with an indifferent heart. (immense 
cheeimng.) Indifferent! Oh, no! How can I be 
indifferent, while the vexations of the poor laws 
continue to harrass our country congregations, and 
extort payments which charity and reason disap. 
prove; and which churchmen enlightened as 
Lords Liverpool and Bexley, and Mr. Whitbread, 
though th» arted by Episcopal influence and bigots 
then in power, though without success, endeavored 
and united to prevent? Can I be indifferent, 
when from Alresford, in Hants, I learn the parish 
officers have dismantled the chapelto recover eight 
shillings (hear. hear,)—have seized all the candle 
sticks and furniture to a value exceeding ten pounds 
—and marched ip trinmphal procession with the 
illegal spoil. No! Never can I be silent till all 
congregations in every place devoted to religions 
worship, be exempted from the poor’s rates, whose 
increase their instructions lessens, and whose 
amount their charities cecrease. (Hear, hear.) 
Indifferem, Ob ! never can J be indifferent, while 
meu in furred gowns, “deck’d with a little brief 
authority,” play such oppressive tricks as those 
which the Report unfolds. What! when a man 
like William Gibbs is in. England, to be appre- 
henuded and consigned to gaol ; and for what think 
you? Why, for the soleoffence of preaching the 
Gospel ont of dvors at Winghester, to his fellow- 
men. (Hear, hear.) Jnvited by some humble 
friends, with the leave of the person against whose 
wall he stood, in a wide yacant place, whese at the 
fair the mummers with impunity arrayed their car- 
avans, and polluted the young with vulgar dances, 
gongs, and ribald shows,; he ventured to sing and 
ray, to read his Bible, and to speak ; and such was 
Bis offence. What! though his pulpit was a chair— 
the green turf bis carpet—and the blue sky his 
sounding-board, was he therefore to be appre- 
hended, conveyed to the common gaol, shut up 
with a felon, to receive the allowance of bread, wa- 
ter, and salt, with meat once a week? Was straw to 
be his bed, and a yard not 20 feet in length, bis 
place of exercise ? 
Ought he to be required to find excessive bail 
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indifferent on hearing of such things? But dis. 
daining to purchase ljheraticn on such term, 
there he, till this day, might have remained ay; 
suffered, but that we were not indifferent to suc) 
wrongs, and obtaived for him deliverance and re. 
dress. (Vast cheers.) The Report told you tha; 
a Habeas Corpus was sued out; he was broug); 
to London, discharged by one of the judges of tive 
courts at Westminster, and the alderman compel|- 
ed to pay 601. for the charges he bad occasioned. 
and as a compensation to the poor man for the 
sufferings he endured. 

Indifferent! never; what! can I be indifferen 
when from the mountains of Wales, again ani 
again, we hear that clerical oppression seeks to ex. 
ercise a tyranical and unholy power. If there he 
a moment of harmony and of gladness++-a daw) 
of ecstacy, a sprivg tine of delight in human life, 
sively it is on a Wedding-day. Then the anchor. 
ite would feel himselfa man. The grandsire ani 
his old dame, the blooming maiden and the rustic 
youth, share the bliss of recollection or the joy of 
hope. And vet these are the very times w hen the 
ministers of the religion of that Saviour who be- 
gan his public ministry by consecrsting a nuptial 
banquet with his presence, have illegaily shown 
their persecuting spleen. (Hear, hear.) They, 
forsooth, would interrupt the harmony—convert 
gladness into grief—hang like a chill black mist 
over the dawn of pleasnure--blight with dreary 
winter the sweet hours of spring. (Cries of 
shame! shame!) At Llandinam and at St. Her- 
mon, two clergymen hare refused to perform the 
wedding ceremony, unless the bride, on each oc- 
casion, whose parents Were Baptists, consented to 
be christened by them, and underwent that cere- 
mony, for which they claimed their fee. Ona 
former occasion | had to tell of a maiden who 
displayed a love of principle which no Spartan 
mother or Roman matron had surpassed. She re- 
fused compliance, and to principle sacrificed her 
nuptial joys. (Cheers.) But can I censure those 
females who this vear yielded to the harsh de- 
mand? It is a fearful trial: (a laugh) let none of 
iny female hearers condemn them till themselves 
be tried. But shall such deeds continue? Shall 
priests, from ignorance or cruely, sport with the 
love and happiness of men? Shall they thus trifle 
with domestic pleasure and cennubial bliss ? No, 
never ! Who can be indifferent while such deeds 
continue, or till they be redressed? * * * 


RELIGIOUS ATTENTION IN INDIA. 


Rev. George D. Boardman, in ailetter to the 
Rev. Mr. Sharp, of Boston, dated Calcutta, March 
6, gives the pleasing intelligence, that within a 
few weeks, the work of the Lord had commenced 
in the villages below Calcutta in a most glorious 
manner. Messrs. Trawin and Piffard, Missiona- 
ries from the London Society, had been applied 
to by a deputation from a large bumber of villages, 
to visit them, and make known to them the way of 
salvation. They had gone as requested, and 
found the people “ready and prepared to receive 
the gospel.” The places of worship were throng- 
ed, and “ multitudes follow the Missionaries from 
village to village, 'to hear the word of life.” Some 
whole nights are spent in communicating religious 
instruction. The distinctions of caste are renoun- 





that he would never preach again? Can one be 


ced, and the people furnish a common repast for 
the native Christians who visit them, 
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Rev. Messrs. Judson and Wade were at Anherst, 
to whieh place Mr. Boatiman expected to proceed 
in ten days,—Chrs. Watch. 


IMPORPANT CONVENTION. 


It is generally known to the Christian public, that 
a Convention of Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional winisters have been several days in ses 
sion at New Lebanon, to consult on certain dif 
ferences of opinion which. wero supposed tu ex 
ist among themselves and their brethren, in res 





ect to revivals of religion, . Not that any doubt 
ed the reality and unspeakable importance, of 
these refreshings, or had ceased to pray that 
they might become co-extensive with the earth: 
for here, let. the enemy know, there has been 
and. is, a perfect unanmnity. Indeed, itis on 
account of this strong feeliug in favor of, revi- 
vals, that so tender an anxiety has been awakeu- | 
ed to preserve them from al! extravagancies. 
When the project of such a Convention was first 
rumored, there were many who prophesied ev! 
rather than.good fiom its deliberations ; because 
they said it would be perfectly easy, by invi 
ting men of a particular stamp, to imake its re- 
sults just what the projectors might please. 
Concerning this we remark in the first place, 
that no such partiality appears to have been ob- 
served in selecting the members,—and second- 
ly, that though this were the case, still the meet- 
ing would have accomplished one important 
good, by showing to the public what are the 
real sentiments of this and that man, this and 
that party, (if such they may be called,) on the 
points in dispute. But we trust other benefits 
will result from the measure ; and that the spir- 
it of Christian tenderness and supplication, 
which seems to have pervaded the mecting, will 
be diffused through all our congregations, allay- 
ing every improper excitement, and preparing 
them for new blessings from the overflowing 
Fountain of Mercy.—.V. Y. Obs. ' 


New-Lebanon, July 18, 1827. 


At a Convention of Ministers of tne Gospel, as- 
sembled at the house of Mr. Betts, by letters of in 
vitation from Mr. Beman and Dr. Beecher, Rev. 
Heman Huwwphrey, D. D. was chosen Moderator, 
and Rev. Wm. R. Weeks and Rev. Henry Saith. 
Scribes. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Moderator. 

Alter some conversation respecting the list of 
persons who had been originally agreed upon to 
compose this meeting, voted to have a recess, till 
half-past two o’clock. 

After recess, met and ‘proceeded to business. 

Qf the brethren who were considered as duly 
invited, there were nt, Rev. Asahel S. Nor 
ton, D. D. of Clinton, N. ¥Y.; Lyman Beecher, 
D. D. Boston, Mass. ; Moses Gillet, Rome, N. Y. ; 
Nathan S. S. Beman, Troy, N. ¥.; Dirck C. Lan 
sing. D. D. Aaburn, N. Y.; Ileman Humphrey, 
D. D. Anmbherst ‘College, Mass.; Johan Frost, 
Whitesborough; N. ¥.; Asahel Nettleton, Con- 
necticut; Wm. R. Weeks, Paris, N. Y.; Justin 
Edwards, Andover, Mass.; Henry Smith, Cam- 
den, N. ¥.; and Charles G. Finney, Oneida Co. 
N. Y.: absent, Rev. David Porter, D. D. Cat- 
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Chatham, N. Y.; Eliphalet Nott, D. D. Union 
Coliege, N. ¥.; Toomas Me Avley, D. D. New- 
York ; Gardiner Spring, DS D New Y wk: Janes 
Patterson, Philadelphis ; Héary Ro Weed Albi 
ny, No ¥°; Samuel ©. Aiking *Uuea, N Y.; 
Ciomas H. Skinner, D D Priladelpiia, and ead- 
win Dwigtt, Richmond, Mass. 

Tne Rev. Cateb J. Tenwey, of Wethersfield, 
and the Rev. Joel Hawes, of Hartford, Conn. be- 
ing present by invitation from Dr. Beecter,—the 
Rev. George W. Gale, of the Oneida Academy, 
N.Y. being presetit by invitation from Mr, Frost, 
und the Rev. Silas Churchill, Minister of the 


lave ,—it was voted that they be invited to take a 


veut as inembers of this Convention. 

The Convention anived ima season of prayer, 
interspersed with singing. 

Voted that those of our brethren who are in the 
place, be requested to spend as much of their time 
as may be convenient, in special prayer for the 


divine blessing on the deliberations of this meet- 


ing. 


After the brethren who had called the meeting, 
had made an exposition of its origin, it was moved 
and seconded that we proceed to see in what res- 
pects there is an agreement between brethren from 
different sections of the country in regard to prin- 
ciples aud measures in conducting and promoting 
revivals of religion: —which motion was under 
Hiscussion till seven o’clock, when the Convention 
adjourned, to ineet to-worrow morning, at eight 
o'clock. Concluded with praver. 
Thursday Morning, July 19. 

Met according to adjournment, and opened with 
prayer. Presefif the sine as vestefday, with the 
aildition of the Rev. Mr. Aikin. 

The motion vader discassion yesterday was tak- 
en up, and after further discussion it was carried, 
—fourteen voting in the affirmative, one in the 
negative, and two declining to, vote, as follows: 
For ‘the Affirmative, Messrs. Norton, Beecher, 
Churchill, Gillet, Tenney, Lansing, H unphrey, 
Nettleton, Hawes, Weeks, Gile, Edwards, Sinith, 
ind Finney. For the Negative. Mi. Beman. De- 
clined voting, Messis, Frost and Aikin. 

Mr. Frost entered the following as bis reason 
for declining to vote: -“ That he understood the ob- 
ject of the meeting to be, to Correct misapprehen- 
sions and restore peace among brethren.” 

The Convention the’ proceeded to atrend to 
the subject proposed: and, on motion of Mr. Ed 
wards, the following piopositions were agreed 
to: 

«That revivals of true religion are the work of 
God’s Spirit, by which, in'a comparatively short 
period of time, many persons are convinced of sin, 
and ‘brought to the exercise of repentance towards 
God aud faith in oaF Lhrd Jesus Chiist-” Voted 
in the affirmative unanimously. 

“That the preservation aod extension offrne 
religion in our land Wave been much promotdd by 
these revivals.” Voted unanipiously. 

“That, according to the Bible, and the intica- 
tions of Providence, greater and more glorious re- 
vivals aré to be expected, than have ever yel exis- 
ted.” Voted unanimously. 

“That, though revivals of religion are the work 
6f God’s Spirit, they are produced hy means of di- 
vine truth and human instrumentality, and are 
able to be advanced or hindered by me>:'®$ 





skill, N. ¥.; Alvan Hyde, D. D. Lee, Mass. ; 
Samuel Tomb, Salem, N. Y.; Joel T. Benedict, 


which are adopted'iti conducting them, ‘7° idea 
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that God ordinarily works independently of hu- 


man instrumentality, or without any reference tog 
the adaptation of means to ends, is unscripiural.” 


Voted unanimously. 


“There may be some variety in the mode of 
conducting revivals, according to local customs, 


aad there may be relative imperfections attending 
them, which do not destroy the purity of the work, 
and its permanent and general good influeuce up- 
on the church andthe, world; and in such cases, 
good men, while they lament these imperfections, 
nay rejoice in the revival as the work of God.” 

Voted unanimously. 

Recess tll 83 o'clock. Then met, and resumed 

the consideration of general principles. On mo- 
tion of Mr. Edwards, the following propositions 
were agreed to: 

“There may be so much human infirmity, and 

indiscretion, and wickedness of inan, ia conduet- 
ing a revival of religion, as to render the general 
evils which flow from this infirmity, indiscretion, 
and wickedness of man greater than the loca! 
and temporary advantages of the revival; that 
is, this infirmity, indiscretion, and wickedness 
of man, may be the meaus of preventing the cop- 
version of more souls than may have been couver- 
ted during the revival.” Voted unanimously. 

“Tu view of these considerations, we regard it 
as eminently important, that there sheuld be a gen- 
eral understanding among ministers and churches 
in respect to those things which are of a danger 
ous tendency, and are not to be countenanced.” 

Voted unanimously. 

Mr. Edwards them introduced the following 
proposition :* 

* In social meetings of men and women for seli- 
gious worship, females are vot to pray.” 

After some discussion, adjourned to meet to- 
morrow morning, at eight o'clock. Concluded 
“ with prayer. 

Friday, July 20. 

Met according to adjournment, and opened with 
prayer. 

Present the same as yesterday. The minutes 
of vesterday were read. 

The consideration of the proposition under dis 
cussion yesterday, was resumed. After further 
discussion, united in a season of prayer. Then 
attended further to the discussion of the subject, 
tillone o’clock, and adjourned to meet at half 
past.two e’clock. Concluded with prayer. 

eet priday Afternoon. 

Met according to adjournment aud opened with 
prayeras os) 6H (2! 

The Consideration of the proposition under dis- 
cussion yesterday, was Téskimed. 

It was anoved by Mr. Aikin, and seconded by 
My,, Finney, that the further consideration of the 
proposition be postponed, till we shall have gone 
1140-av. wMQviry. into matiers Of fact. 

After some. discussion, united in a season of 
prayer. 

After further discussion, Mr. Aikin asked and 
obtained leave to withdraw his motion for post- 
ponenient, and it was withdrawn. 

The Rev. Mr. Weed appeared in Convention, 
and took his seat as a member. 

After further discussion, the question was taken, 


Dis 


m*e declined voting, as follows: For the proposi- 
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dwards. Declined voting, Messrs. @burchili, 
Gillet, Beman, Lansing, Frost; Gade, Atkin, Smith 
avd Finney. ' 

lt was moved by Mr. Frost, and seconded by 
Mr. Finney, that the following question be an- 
swered, to wit: 5 ‘ 

“Ts it right for a woman in any case éo pray in 
the presence of a man ?” 

After some discussion, it was moved by Mr. 
Edwards that .the further consideration of this 
question be indefinitely postponed, The motion 
was seconded, and after some discussion, Mr. Ex- 
wards asked and obtained leave to withdraw his 
motion, and it was withdrawn. 

It was moved by Mr. Lansing, that the -furthe; 
consideration of the question be postponed fOr tlic 
purpose of introducing a substtate, which he read, 
The: motion was seconded, and after déseussion it 
was carried. 

Mr. Lansing then introduced the followine 
proposition, as a substitute for the question of Mr. 
rrost, to wit: . 

“There may be circumstances in which it may 
be proper for a female to pray in the presence of 
men.” 

The motion was seconded, and after discussion, 
the question was taken, and eight voted in favor of 
the proposition, and len declined voting, as follows : 
For the proposition, Messrs. Civurchili, Gillet, Be- 
man, Lansing, Frost, Gale, Aikin, afid Finney. 
Declined voting, Messrs. Norton, Beecher, Ten- 
ney, Humphrey, Nettleton, Ilawes, Weeks, Weed, 
Edwards, and Smith. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at eiglit 
o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 

Saturday, July 21. 
Met according to adjournment, and opened with 
prayer. Present the same as yesterday. The 
minutes of yesterday were read. 
Mr. Edwards introduced the following proposi- 
tioms 
* It is improper for any person to appoint mect- 
ings in the congtegations of acknowledged minis- 
ters of Christ, or to introduce any measures to 
promote or conduct revivals of religion, without 
first having obtained the approbation of said min- 
isters,”” 
The motion was seconded, and after considera- 
ble discussion, the question was taken, and thirlcen 
voted in favor of the proposition, and five declined 
voting, as follows: For the proposition, Messrs. 
Norton, Beecher, Churchill, Tenney, Hewmphrey, 
Nettleton, Hawes, Weeks, Weed; Guile, Edwards, 
Sinith, and Finney. Declined voting, Messrs. 
Gillet, Beman, Lansing, Frost, and Aikin. 
Those who declined voting, entered the follow- 
ing as their reason, to wit: “ That there may be 
some cases, where the elders or members of a win- 
ister’s own church may appoint and conduct pray- 
er meetings, without having consulted the minis- 
ter or obtained his approbation ; but, in no ease 
ought such elders or members to appvintior con- 
duct such meetings contrary to the will of the pas- 
tor: and these meetings ought to be occasional 
and not stated.” 
Mr. Edwards introduced the following proposi- 
tion: 
“'Those meetings for social religious worship, 
in which all speak according to their own inclina- 





‘od nine voted in favor of the proposition, and 
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worship ought to be uhdee the presiding influence 
of some person or persons.” " 

The motion was seconded, and after discussion, 
it was voled unanimously in the affirmative. 

Mr. Edwards iustroduced the followimg proposi- 
tion: 

“ The calling of persons by name in prayer ought 
to be carefully avoided.” i 

The motion was seconded, and after some dis- 
cussion it was moved and seeonded «hat it be so 
amended as to read as follows: 

“The calling of persons by name in sociul ir- 
sles for’ prayer ought to’ be carefully avoided.” 

This amendment did nov prevail. 

Mr. Edwards moved thatthe proposition be so 
ameoded as to read as follows : 

“ Thetealling of persons by name in social pray- 
er ought to be carefully avoided.” "| 

Tie motion was seconded and the amendment 

revailed. 

Mr. Lansing then moved that the proposition be 
so amended as to tead as follows: 

“ The calling of persons by name in public pray- 
er aught to be carefully avorded.” 

The motion was seconded, and after some dis- 
cussion, the question was put by lifting the hands, 
and mine were counted in favor of the amendment, 
and eight against it; upon which the Moderator 
declared it not a vote, being understood to vote 
against it. It was questioned whether it was nsu- 
al for the Moderator to vote in such cases ; upon 
which he declined voting, and declared the amend- 
meut carried. 

After some remarks, it was moved, that it is the 
sense of this body that the Moderator has a right 
to vote, in all cases before us, as any other mem- 
ber. The motion was seconded and carried. 

1 was then agreed to take the question on Mr. 
Lansing’s ainendment over again, by ayes aud 
noes, when the amendment prevailed, ten’ vo- 
ting in the affirmative, seven in the negative, and 
one declining to vote, as follows: For the wi firma- 
trve, Messrs. Churchill, Gillet, Beman, Lansing, 
Frost, Weed, Gale, Aikin, Smith and Finney. 
For the Negative, Messrs. Norton, Beecher, Ten- 
ney, Netileton, Hawes, Weeks, and Edwards. De- 
cline / voting, Mr. Humpirey. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
as amended, and all voted) in favor of it, except 
that Mr. Edwards deelined voting, and Mr. Netile- 
ton was absent. |. ‘" 

Mr. Edwards again. introduced the following 
proposition + oT tid 

“ The calling of persons by name in social pray- 
er ought to besearefully avoided.” 

The motion was seeonded, and the question be 
ing taken, eight voted in favor of the proposition, 
and nine declined voting, as follows: For the prop- 
osition, Messrs. Norton, Beecher, Tenney, Hum- 
phrey, Hawes, Weeks, Weed, and Edwards. De- 
clined voting, Messrs. Churchill, Gillet, Beman,,. 
Laasing, Frost, Gale, Aikin, Smith and Finney. 
Absent, Mr. Nettleton. 

Mr. Beman introduced the fqllowing proposi:ion : 

“ The calling of persons by name in prayer may 
take place in small social circles.” 

The motion was seconded, amd afier some dis- 
cussion, it was moved and seconded that the prop- 
osition be so amended as to read as follows: 

“The calling of persons by name in prayer may 
take place in smajl social circles; but in all cases 
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ought to be practiced with great caution and ten- 


derness.” > 

The asvendinent prevailed: 

After further discussion of the’ proposition as 
amended, adjourned to nveet on Monilay next, at 
ten o’clock in the forenoon. Coneluded with 
prayer. 

(To be continued.) 
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COLLEGIATE RECORD. 

Washington College.—The first commencement of 
this institution was held at Hartford on the 2d inst,— 
The degree of A. B. was conferred on 10 young gen- 
tlemen ; and of A. M. on Rev. J. M. Garfield aud Wil- 
liam Croswell, Alumni of Yale College. 








The annual Commencement of Union College ia 
Schenectady, was held on Wednesday of last week 
The degree of A. B. was conferred on 63 young gen- 
tlemen, and that of A. M. on 23. 
gree of D. D. was conferred on the Rev. Francis 
Wayland, President of Brown University ; Rev. John 
Ludlow of Albany; Rev. Orrin Clark of Geneva; 
Rey. John Brown, of Cazenovia. 


The honorary de- 


Universily of Pennsylrania.—The Commencement 
of the University of Pennsylvania was held on the 
26th ult. at Philadelphia. Degrees of A.B. were 
conferred on 15 young gentlemen; the honoray de- 
gree of Doctor of Laws on the Hon. R. Peters, of the 
United States District Court; and Master's Degrees 
on 12 young gentlemen. 





DEDICATION. 

On Wednesday the Ist inst. a new and very neat 
Brick Meeting-house erected by the Congregatiogal 
Society in Cheshire, was dedicated to the worgbip of 
the Triune God. An appropriate sermon was deliver- 
ed on the occasion by the Rev. Mr. Ogden, of Soath- 
ington. After the exercises were over, a concert of 
music was listened to with delight and approbation 





Melancholy Accident.—Drowned, at Fair-Haven, 
near this city, in the afternoon of the first instant, 
four boys, by the upsetting of a small boat. The 
names of the boys drowned were, Albert, son ofsMr. 
Hervey Rowe, aged 15; Harry and Wyllis, aged 16 
and 8, sons of Mr Hewan Mallory; and James, son 
of Mr. James Mallory, aged 8. A fifth boy, who es- 
caped ny clinging to the boat, was about 13 years et 
age. This a cident occurred on the east side of the 
river, about 8 Aa title noerh of the bridge, atid the 
same distance from aby person who could render WS- 
sistance. The boat being tov heavily tnden, filled antd 
upset. Young Rowe, avd tte tad who was saved, 'be- 
ing good swimmers, succeeded in getting two of the 
others on to the bottom of the boat, and whilst en- 
deavoring to get the third boy,on, the boat turned 
again right side upwards, aed carried all of them un- 
der. One of the boys finally disengaged  bimself 
from the rest of them, recovered his hold upon the 
boat and was saved. The water, where the boat up- 
set, was about six feet deep. When persons arrived 
to assist them, the boat had floated along consider- 
ably from the spot where they sunk—the water was 





so muddy that their bddies could not be seen, and 
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** violated the laws of God, and disregarded the laws of 
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there was no other mode of determining where they | peace is often disturbed, and where do these disasterc 
were, than that of wading about and diving, which} occur? Nine times in ten within sight of your home. 


delayed the discovery of them so long that life had 


“ How can a man preteénd to be a friend to his cous. 


departed. These boys had all attended school that} try, and not conform himself to her wholesome laws 


day, and were on their way home, when they got into 
the boat to amuse themselves, as is the every day hab- 
it of boys living in the neighborhood of rivers. The 
mothers of the boys were the first to arrive at the fa- 
tal spot, but their efforts were unavailing. The fun- 


eral was attended next day by an unusually large 
concourse of pedple, and addresses suitable to the 


occasion were dvlivered by the Rev Mr. Dodd of 


East-Haven, aud the Rev. Mr. Merwin of this city. 
— Register. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
INTEMPERANCE. 


J have before mea sermon preached on Long Is)- 
and, in 1812, on the subject of Drunkenness, by Rev. 
N. 8. Prime. It is so similar in spirit to the more re- 
cent efforts for the suppression of this vice that I am 
induced to give you an extract. 


** What claim can those haye to humanity, who sell 
liquor to a man already intoxicated? The usual plea 
is, ‘If Ido not lethim have it, another will.’ But 
would you consider an apothecary innocent, who 
would sell a dose of poison to a man, knowing that he 
had determined to destroy himself with it? Would it 
be right for you to furnish a man with a halter, a pis- 
tol, or a knife to take his own life? You probably 
would not do it. And why? If you refused, he could 
probably obtain his desire of his neighbors. Is it be- 
cause there is no profit in lending an instrument of 
death: Are you wishyng then, for the profit on a pint 
ef rum, to be accessary to the death of a fellow crea- 
ture? And is it this, and this alone, which makes you 
willing to ran the awful risk in a thousand instances ? 
What would be your sensations, a few hours after you 
had sold liquor toa person under those circumstances, 
to find him-dead near your house? Could such an 
event take place without awakening your conscience ? 
How often would you wish that you had not seld him 
the liquor, though you knew it might have been ob- 
tained of your vextneighbor. If youcannot prevent 
others from sinning, beware how you become a par- 
takef of their evil deeds. 

“This subject claims the special attention of those 
tavern keepers and retailers, who in their calling have 


the State. We hope they have vot declared war 
inst the huinan family, and resolved to extermin- 

ate them from the face of ‘the earth. But what, breth- 
ren, ave you yloing, and have you been doing these 
mahy wears! Have yor:notbeen casting fire brands, 
@quows, aud Heash, all jarquedy you, and peopling the 
long efieterpal despedty!’ Ceuld you once see the 

Es hich you, are sprgading arpund you. if you 
have one pa ticle of love Abe human race, methinks 

you would weep tears 0 poo Look around for a 

moment and behold the effects of # hat you have done, 
Thére are several of your neighbors falling in arrears 
évery year. Their farms lie open’ ‘to the commons, 
their houses falling to the ground, and their children 
elothed in rags, growing up without morals, and with- 
@ut education. You know the eause. They have 
been your daily customers, and you never denied 
them, because they came with money in their hands, 
or you had a mortgage on their premises. Another 
of your neighbors is frequently picked op in the 
streets. This never happens but when he has been 
at your house. Another gets drunk, and beats his 
wife and children, and then turns them out of doors. 
A few hours before this, you had replenished his bottle. 
You see men profaning the Sabvath, you hear them 


How can he expect his wealth to prosper, when he jy; 
obtained it by destroying the souls and bodies of }), 
neighbors? And how can He hop# for heaven, whey 
the very honse ih which he lives, is the gate of hell 
and multitudes have gone there through it?” « 


From the Rochester Observer. 





OF ROCHESTER. 


In presenting the following article to the public, th. 
editer would remark, that it is the practice of th: 
Presbytery at their semi-annual meetings, to appoint 
a committee to make but a connected naprative of t). 
state of religion, and for the committee to report ani 
-the narrative be adopted, at the same meeting. At 
the late semi-annual meeting of the Presbytery at 
Mendon the business occupied owly about half a day, 
so that no time was afforded for meking out the na. 
rative. The committee were to report the narrative 
at the next meeting. In the meantime we present 
the following statement, furnished us by a gentleman 
who was present and took notes during the free cov. 
versation which was held on the state of religion. 

The churches [ 15 in number, ] under the care of the 
Presbytery have never exhibited so many pleasing 
indications of prosperity. 

The vacant congregations are nearly all supplied 
with the stated ministrations of the, gospel—Sabbuth 
Schools are greatly multiplied, and benevolent insti- 
tutions are both increasing and becoming more ef 
fective in their operations. 

The cause of home missions has received consider- 
able attention, and an increasing zeal in behalf of 
sending the Gospel to the heathen, has been evinced 
by the fact, that the monthly concert. is more gener 
ally observed and attended more frequently than heve 
tofore with corresponding exertions. 

Added to this general increase of the,means of 
grace among ourselves and the increasing efforts fo: 
doing good to others, many of the ecbhurches have 
experienced a general refreshing from on high, dur 
ing the past winter. 

The ehurch of Chili has been favored with an in- 
teresting revival of religion.—The excitement began 
to-appear in the last part of the last summer. = It was, 
however, so small and subject to so frequent altera- 
tions for several months that few anticipated a gener- 
al revival. Five or six during the winter entertaiited 
hopes that they had. passed from death unto lite. 
But the work has recently increased —Twenty-cig)it 
are now numbered among the hopeful subjects of 
regenerating grace. Thesoeiety which was, hefore, 
feeble, has been much strengthened—the bouse of 
worship is filled—the church is awakened to active 
benevolence, and the extensive 'ingathering of souls 
is truly encouraging. 

In Wheatland there has been an increasing atten- 
tion to religion for some months past. About thirty- 
five persons of the several denominations of Chris- 
tians have expressed a hope inthe divine mercy. A 
general seriousness prevails among the people and 
vice is restrained. The Church has been aroused to 
action. A Female Missionary Society has been re 
cently organized, and the monthly @oncert for prayer 
and other means for doing good are receiving a muci: 
greater attention than heretofore. 

The church in Parma and Greece has been blest 
with a season of special revival. Late in the fall, ax 
unusual spirit of prayer was observable in some few 
members of the church, and six or seven souls were 
hopefully born again. This excitement soon after, 





swearing and cursing in the streets. Remember they 
learned these vices under your roof. The public 





declined, but was revived egain in the early part of 
the spring, and has continued, though with some 
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abatement, till the present time. A good. degree of 
activity is observable among Chistians; abounding 
error has received a check,.and the congregation is 
on the whole peaceful and flourishing. 

The churches in Rochester have also been blest 
with a signal outpouring of the Divine Spirit during 
the last four months. he three Presbyterian church- 
es have shared in this work, as also some other de- 
nominations of Christians. The first church has re- 
ceived an addition of nineteen on the profession of 
their faith, and will probably admit as many more on 
the next communion season. The second church has 
received eighteen, and the third thirty-six—and 
both are still anticipating considerable accessions 

With respect to the number of hopeful converts 
nothing can be said that shall have very great claims 
to accuracy, though it is probable that the namber 
in alloof the Presbyterian congregations amounts 
to owe ‘handred and fifty.:1n the other congrega- 
tions it is variously estimated form one hundred to 
two hundred:and fifty. The work in genera) has 
been slow in its progress, and characterised by great 
stillness and solemnity, and still continues. 

The influence of this revival has been very happy 
in doing away prejudices against religious revivals 
as tending to fanaticism, inasmuch as it has been at- 
tended with a spirit of deliberate serious imquiry and 
has occasioned a great increase of benevolent exer- 
tion. For some months past at the monthly concert 
for prayer more than one hundred dollars have been 
taken up on an evening for sending the Gospel to 
those who are sitting in the darkness of heathen- 
ism. 

In addition to these special revivals, there is a 
pleasing atteation to religion beginning to appear in 
two other congregations. In each, a few persons 
have recently expressed a hope in Christ, while 
Christians are becoming more prayerful in their 
various duties. 

Thus far, the encouragements that appear on 
comparing the condition of our churches with that 
of foriier years. But whilethese motives urge us to 
increased activity, there are others of a more gloomy 
character—motives which should urge us to seize up- 
on the encouragements before presented and awake 
to fresh and unremitted ‘exertion. Many vices still 
prevail.—Discipline in the churches has been in some 
cases called for.—Some of the churches are in a state 
of alarming stupidity, and few in comparison to the 
whole number of professing Christians are acting 
with decision and energy, and praying with fervency 
that they may be co-operators with God in advancing 
the interests of bis church. 


d) ali as —_ ; 
REVIVAL, IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH, BRISTOL, 
eo PENN. 


ltogod 

The following extract from the statement of the 

Minister, is particularly recoltmended to the Episco- 
pal Watchman, of Connecticut, 


An increasing seriousness is becoming more 
generally manifest, but especially among such as 
were fortnerly professors of divine truth, the most 
of wtiom seem actuated by new hopes, new aver- 
sions, and new desires ¢ and we have the happiness 
of enumerating at least fourteen or fifteen souls, 
who before. were dead in trespasses and sins, but 
are now brought into the fold of Christ, who are 
rejoicing in hope of the glory of God; and who 
give the most scriptural and satisfactory evidence 
of their having been born again and renewed in 
the spirit of their minds. Besides, on Sunday 
last, being Whit-Sunday, when, assisted in the 
services of the day by the late very useful and 
much beloved pastor, the Rev. Mr. Hall, we had 
a Pentecost season judeed. Ten new comimuoi- 


Revival.—A new Church. 
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cants, all of whom, as we trust, are snbjects of 
grace, were added; between fifleen and twenty, 
who, fron various circumstances, had for several 
vears unhappily retired from the communion of 
the chuich, weré reinstated in thei former privi- 
leges; and the Spirit of God was, although not 
so miraculously as of old, not less really present 
with as mm our assembly. The accession to our 
communion on the occasion of the advinistration 
of this ordinance, and on a previous one, about 
which time we date the commencement of the in- 
creased seriousness manifested among us, consti- 
tutes the number added, within two months past, 
of from thirty to thuty-five. 

I accompany this brief sketch with but one re- 
mark. Are there any who affect to disbelieve in 
seasons of more than ordinary excitement, or in 
times of more peculiar refreshing fiom the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and the glory of his power ?— 
My reply is, let such visit upon occasions of the 
kind, and if their minds are not blinded by preju- 
dive, and thei hearts deliberately steeled against 
impressions, they will and must believe that the 
work is not of man, but of God. 


ANOTHER LIGHT OF ZION EXTINGUISHED, 





The Vermont Chronicle states, that the Rey. 
Water Cuapin, Pastor of a Church in Wood- 
stock, Vi. is no more among inortals. He enter- 
ed on the “rest whieh remameth far the people of 
God,” on Lord’s day morning, the 22 of July, 
aged 48.—* Mr. Chapin has been long known as 
an able, active, and efficient friend of various be- 
vevolent societies ; and as an officer of the Ver- 
wont Domestic Missionary Society especially, his 
loss will be deeply felt and lamented through the 
State.” We have known Mr. Chapin, as the evan- 
gelical Minister of Christ, whose praise is in the 
churches, aud whose record is, we doubt not, on 
high. : 

The frequent translations to glory, of faithful 
and laborious Missionaries, and eminent Paxiors 
of churches, ought most powerfully to impress the 
conviction of absolute dependence on God. When 
they are removed, as in the case of Mr.. Chapin, 
in the midst of life and usefulness—in the fulness 
of our painful sensations for the church, we yet re- 
cur with delight to the benediction pronounced by 
our Lord on the fajthful, servant, “ appointed to 
sule over bis householi, and fo give them their 
portion of meat im-dueseasow !?+—“ Blessed,” said 
Jesus, ‘tis thatservamtyp whom his Lord, when he 
cometh, shall flr do deing.” Our Derdteahes 
us in this passage, tha he who’ would Hie“happiiy, 
and in the full enjoyment of his approbation, aust 
be found doing his Master’s work faithfully, 
“ whether be come.in the first watch, or uw the 
second or third watch,” Iy such an event, there 
is no contingency abgut the blessing ;.for the pro- 
mise is full aud explicit, and as rich ip froition as 
it is certain in accomplishmeut.—Christ Wuteh. 


A NEW CHURCH. 
Extract of a letter from Vermont, dated July 22, 1827 


Ma. Epiror,—You published in your paper a 
few weeks ago, a letter from our worthy brother, 
J. M. Graves, of Townsend, Vi. conce:ning the 
good work of God in West-Townsend, Jamaica, 





and vicinity. Brother Graves received to the fel- 
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On sabbath evening, he canre to our station in 


a face without a guilty apd specific cause, aud it is 


. : 5 
lori, te Char unary cr, 20 0n se onder ear mae abot thi way. He bd hin. 
| 4 ad been baptized on | self invited the interpreter'to accompany h 
the profession of their faith, as the fraits of the re- | “ This night” (to use his owwex vide ff ae an 
vival, and there are others who will ptobably go | not wish to shut my eyes to slee but whee oe ~ 
forward soon. ‘The revival has extended over the | the whole of it in Aceh secs God.” ‘s oe 
whole town, and we now reckon the whole num-| other Indians were mann) Ac ling) “eee an 
ber of hopeful converts at about 130. The 4th] D. and myself i hi . we net rothey of | 
ult. was appointed for the constitution of a 2d in exhibini ey magi see Bub Amgetrpary so 
was ap é 2 iting to his untutored mind the plan of sal. var 
ee et in that town, in the easterly pert, | vation, by a Redeemer. When we closed, he iret 
where - : ‘ ’ 3 
rine Te Coen trezcis one, fourth of the |turved to sine young men yretemtandsaid; These ‘Th 
o A. M. when 13 males and 21 females seveala ie Pen afr tp, Ae red arcane ak 
+ abe ‘ as { ; ei 
themselves, expressing a desire to tetiue'l Church lef Gir Ste TOT afd vain.’ Thelnestiday he a? 
et f liar left us with oiachl apparent réluctance, saying, has 
7, the name of the 2d Baptist Church in Town- | these thitigs he'should declare ahong the Osages fart 
send. Their previous movemertts, articles of faith, | wherever he should meet them. That he bas been the 
a Gory of Chin feling, meting the | ah is promine we have sundae txt Ih 
; » the > UNANNNOUS- ) ny, not only from the Indians, but alsofrom some ton 
ly od - ae capaann ten a cat poy White men who live in the nation. '' Before he wen: ton 
Uren OF Our 2.07 JESUS VOTIst.-—t0. he told me that he did not use tobacco im any ing 
way ; but he should be glad if [ would gives him ; to 
Sabbath Schools.—The Rev. Howard Malcom, little; that by that means he might be sealed. sc ma 
general agent of the A. S. 5. Union, has been re-| collect the old men, to tell them what he had . 
cently visning the churches in Maine, and calling | heard about God. I gave him a little; and he af- tra 
pon more assiduous atrention to the support and fectionately took bis leave, by earnestly begging pa 
iscipline of Sabbath Schools. ine to visit his town, and while there to make it dig 
4s it should be.—At a late mecting of the “ Utica} my home at his lodge. ge 
Builder's Society,” it was unanimously resolved, to Our school is at present in a prosperous state, rol 
qmpiey no journeyman who indulges in excessive 33 children and youth are under a-caurse of instruc- tat 
ong. tion, all of Osage descent ; 19 or 20 can read with an 
considerable fluency in the Testament. Some few ne 
OSAGE MISSION. in geography and grammer. ‘The Indian meeting | 
In a I¢tter from Mr. Jenes, dated at Harmony, to the |! the neighborhood is prosperous.’ Mach im- 
Editors of the Boston Recorder, some things are stated, | PTOVement is manifest in their outward  deport- tet 
which are quite encouraging. ment. The work isthe Lord’s and we doubt not rif 
Hanmony, June 18h, 1827. it will be carried on in his own time. - Large por- pr 
Brother Dodge not long since visited some of | UO"S of scripture are weekly recited by thenative ha 
their towns, and was gratified to see much larger scholars in our fainily. Some aeons have _ th 
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tive audiences. " TERM 
His tour was rendered still more interesting, by SIGNS OF INTEMPERANGE: a 
the presence and exhortation of an aged Indian} Extract from Dr. Beecher’s Sermuns on Inlempers ~" 
man, who followed him from town to town, and] © ance. a 
made several short addresses after each sermon by 
brother D. He is among the Indians considered |) 7, We naw approach to some of those symp- 
. a of valor and of sterling character. He tras tae Deen vise 9 ptisiet abused’ ‘nature first 
a series of s carried dis arms with, great | OF task Neves tats 10 Gives 7 
sucedés aguladitha dneuyiand had, as he aie othe eyes, Who hath redness of eyes ? All are ~ 
sés, a high notidti of his own! worth until he was | 2OC0f course intemperate whose visttal organs he- - 
broughe within the ‘sound of the; blessed Gospel} come, Inlamed and weak, | "Bat thers are few in- 
Tliese views\'he expressed ineas rather, boastung | temperate persons who Mole ae meray, tnd ” 
manner before! theeatipentement of the ser- | Ye when it i ae they wt no stis cion of the i 
vice in Which he after oprefessed. to be con- eause—speak of it, withou efi tassineat—and . 
winced) of triscerror.!.-Do:chrother Pixley; a. few wonder what the matter cali he ly to the phy- f 
weeks previous 10 this, he openly aud boldly. pro- | Scian for eye water aud ‘drink ‘on.’ But every a 
fessed himself to-be the very God--.But if avy re- | "49 who is accustottied’ to drink ardent spirits ‘. 
liance can be placed upon his subsequent coufes- freely, whose eye begins to redden and to weep, 
siens, he was suddenjy convinced of his folly, and ought to know what the matter is, and sto take , 
looked upon himseif ‘asa poor ignorant degraded | ¥arving ; it is one of the signals which distressed S 
sinner, whose life instead of being praise-worthy, | ature holds out and waves iu token of distress. : 
had been but one continued scene of iniquity.| | Aaother indication of intemperance is found in at 
This conviction, as the interpreter has frequently | ‘He fwlness and redness of the countenance. It 1s vy 
informed us, prevented his sleep, and seemed to | Ot the fulness and freshness of health—but rath- ¥ 
havetaken full possession of his thoughts. His} et the plethora of a relaxed fibre and pecant hu- yp 
stay with us at thistime was but afew days. He] ours, which come to occupy the vacancy of o 
had fixeda day for setting out; but being told| bealthtul nutrition, and to mar the countenance P' 
that day would be the sabbath, he at once said he} With pimples and inflamation. All are not in- . 
would wait. This he did and heard the word of | ‘e™perate of course who are affected with diseas- b 
life with increasing attention. es of the skin. But no hard drinker carries sucl ul 
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he can carry alleviation to the tormented, in: the 
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another signal of distress which abused nature 
holds out, while she cries for help. 

Another iudivation of intemperapce may be 
found in impaired muscular strength and tremour 
of the band. New the destroyer, in his mining 
process, approaches the citadel] of life, and is ad- 
vancing fast to make the keepers of the house 
tremble, and che swong men bow themselves. 
This relaxation of the joints, and trembling of the 
nerves, will be experienced especially in the 
inoming—whew the sysiem, unsustained by sleep, 
has run down. Now all is relaxed, tremulous and 
faint- hearted, The fire which sparkled in the eye, 
the eveniog before, is quenched—the courage 
which dilated the heart is passed away—and the 
tones of jeloquence, which dwelt on the imspired 
tongue, are turned, into pusillanimous complain- 
ings, until opium, or bitters, or both, are thrown in- 
to the stomach to wind up again the run-down 
machine. 

And now the liver steeped in fire begins to con- 
tract, aad refuses to perforin its functions, in pre- 
paring the seeretious which are necessary to aid 
digestion ; and loss of appetite ensues; and indi- 
gestion and fermentation, and acidily, begin to 
rob the systew of nutrition, and to vex and irri- 
tate the vital orgav, filling the stomach with air, 
and the head with fumes, and the soul with dark- 
ness and terror, 

This reitexated ivritation extends by sympathy 
to the lungs, which become inflamed and lacera- 
ted, until hemorrhage ensues. And now the ter- 
rified victim hastens to the physician to stay the 
progress of a consumption, which intemperance 
has begun, and which medical treatment, while 
the cause continues, Cannot arrest. 

About this time the fumes of the scalding fur- 
nace below begin to lacerate the throat and blister 
thetongue and the lip. Here again the physician 
is called in to ease these torments, but until the 
fires beneath are extinct, what can the physician 
do? He can no more alleviate these woes than 


flames for which these are the sad preparations. | 

Another indication of intemperance is itrijabil- 
ity, petulance, and violent anger. The great or- 
gan of nervous sensibility has been brought into a 
state of, tremulous, excitement. The slightest 
touch Sues. Dai vibrations, and ‘irritations, 
which defy selfgavernment, ‘The temper ‘be: 
comes like the fla of powder, or Wigovernable 
and violent as te Ariyen hither and thither: 
by Rag Hh Ayton waves, 

Another indication of intemperaice is to be 
found in the extinction fal the finef feelings and 
amiable dispositions of the soul; and, if there 
have ever seemed to be religious affections, of 
these also. The fiery stimulus has raised the or- 
gan of sensibility above the power of excitement 
by motives addressed to the finer feelings of the 
soul, and of the moral nature, and left the inana 
prey to animal sensation. You might as well fling 
out music upon the whirlwind to stay its course, as 
to govern the storm within by the gentler feelings 
ofhumanity. The only stimulant which now bas 
power to move is ardent spirits—and he who has 
arrived at this condilion is lost. He has left far 
behind the wreck of what he once was. He is not 
the same husband, or father, or brother, or friend 
The sea has made a clear breach over hin, and 
swept away forever whatsoever things are pure, 
and lovely, aud of good report. 
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And as to religion, if he ever seemed to have 
any, all such affections declined as the emotions 
of artificial stimulants arose, uatil conscience has 
lost its power, or survives only with vulture scream 
to flap the wing, and terrify the soul. His religious 
affections are dead when he is sober, and rise only 
to emotion and loquacity and tears when he ts 
druvk. Dead,twice dead, is he—whatever may 
have been the hopes be once indelged, or the evi- 
dence he once gave or the hopes he once tnspir- 
ed. For drunkards no more than murderers shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. 

As the disease m.kes progress, rheumatic pains 
diffuse themselves throughout the system. The 
man wonders what can be the reason that he 
should be visited by such a complication of dis- 
ease, and again betakes himself to the physician, 
and tries every remedy but the simple one of tem- 
perance. For these pains are only the muarmuar- 
ings and complainings of nature, through all the 
system, giving sigus of wo that all is lost. For to 
rheumatic pains ensues a debility of the system 
which becoming unable to sustain the circulation, 
the fluids fall first upon the feet, and as the del- 
uge rises, the chest is invaded, and the breath is 
shortened, until by a sudden inundation it is stop- 
ped. Or, if in this form death is avoided, it is 
only to be met in another—more dilatory but no 
less terrific ; for now comes on the last catastro- 
phe—the sudden prostration of strength and ap- 
petite—an increased difficulty of raising the eb- 
bing tide of life by stimalants—a few panic struck 
reformations, just on the sidés of the pit, until the 
last sinking comes, from which there is no resur- 
rection but by the tramp of God, and at the judg- 
nent cay. 

And now the woes and the sorrows, and the 
contentions and the wounds, and. babblings are 
over—the red eyes sleep—the tortured Sody rests 
the deformed visage is hid from human olser- 
vation—and the soul, while the dust crumbles 
back to dust, returns to God whe gave it, to re- 
ceive according to the deeds done in the body, 


WORTHY. OF IMITATION. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Worcester, ss 


Ata: Courtol Sessions, begua and halden at 
Worcester, within andifur ihe Goanty of Werces 
‘tér, On the fourth Tuesday of: March, AiD. bee7, 
wid ‘by \adjournmeno Onithe sécond, Tudylag.ot 
May, Av Di18@70 (Ordered: by \ther Qo right 
the Overseers of redbhunast bf tin be dir: - 
ted to discharge ‘jo pene m frow ‘sand (MH mise, who 
Shall hereafterobeebufiied there ias ‘a Common 
Drunkard, before the ex pitdtion of his sentence, 
until such’ persom shall procure a certificate: froin 
the Physician'of said House of Corrections «tat 
such Prisoner has s@bmitted to such « ¢oumse of 
medical treatment as shell be prescribed by said 


Physician. ti 
A copy as of Record appears. ' 
Attest, ABiJAH BIGELOW, Or. 


Cure for Intemperance.—The gentleman to 
whom has been cominitted the care of procuring 
and administering the celebrated panacea for the 
cure of intemperance, in Providence, recently re- 
ported ata public meeting of the citizens, that he 
had given it to more than 100, from 45 of whom 
satisfactory evidence had been received that they 


















































174 Extract from 
had entirely lost all inclination for ardent spirits ; 
and had good reason to believe that the like good 
effects had been produced by it upon others, who, 
living in remote parts of the town, had not made 
report. He also stated¢ that others were now ta- 
king it with equally good prospects.~--Vorwich 
Courier. 


-_-_—_ 


AFRICAN SLAVERY. 


Recaptured Afrirans —The ship Norfolk, char 
tered by the United States Government to convey 
to Africa certain recaptured Africans, delivered 
over to the disposal of the Executive by a recent 
decree of the Supreme Court, sailed afew days 
since from Savaevah for Liberia. Dr. Todsen 
embatked in this vessel, asthe Agent for Govern- 
ment. These Africans (about 130, we believe.) 
constituted a majority of the whole number ¢-p- 
tured some years ago, inthe Gen. Ramirez. The 
remainder, are, by the decree of the Court, given 
up tothe Spanish claimants. It is painful to state, 
that by this decree, the families of three men, at 
least, have been sent to Africa, while they them 
selves are delivered over to the Spaniards. Un 
less redeemed by the charities of the humane, thes 
must remain forever separated from those to whom 
they are bound by the strongest and tenderest ties. 
By prompt exertions, so distressing a calamity, we 
trust will be prevented.—.@/rican Repository. 


Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto God 
— This whole nation wil, we trust, soon engage 
in her cause, To what work more noble, can the 
powers of this country be applied, than that of 
bringing up frou darkness, debasement, aud mise 
ry,a race of men; and shedding abroad over the 
wide tecsifanies of Africa, the light of science, 
freedom and Christianity 2? Humanity poms to the 
thousand victuns of the slave trade, and conjures 
us to aid in its suppression. - Religion speaks with 
loftier tone—declares that all men are brethren ;~- 
that he who loves not his brother, cannot love 
God ; that all men are equally bound to the serv. 
ice of the alinighty, and equally entitled to the 
good offices of each others-anéthat he «ho woutd4 
not lay down his life fur nipiFethtén, has not as- 
cended to the-height of the Saviour’s charity, 
Con hoaght® Christiainny sal one day ile 
the world, and Affica be a bright and bappy pari, 
of het dominions,—v. b asi 
wrer S16 Jt ebu;y bs 9 
#: of Slavery tn. New- York. —T he: 
existenea LAV ERE on the Saate of New York, 
terminated oadhe Fourth of Jules!) Fire dwy was 
celebrated ‘by thé peoptevof colour in‘New York 
aud Albany, withowt occasioning any of the dis 
turbances that were apprehended, and with a pro- 
priety and order on their part, Which did them great 
credit. ) 

There are now 31x statés, in which there are 
no slaves, viz ;.. Maine, ew- Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetis, New-York, and Ohio. In 1820, 
there were in Rhode Iand, 48 slaves; in Con- 
necticut, 98; in Pennsylvania, 211; in Iodiana, 
190; in Illinois, 917. In some of these states 
there may be no slaves now ; aud in all of them, 
and in several others, provision has been made by 
law for the termination of slavery. In 1820, New 
York had 10,088 slaves. New Jersey, at the 
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Grosvenor. [ Aus, 

We copy the following abstract of the provisions 
of the New York Emancipating Law, from the 
Troy Sentinel. 


1. All who were held as slaves previously to 
the 4th of July, of thé present year, are absolute. 
ly and unconditionally eusancipated. 

2. The children of slaves, born after the 4th 
of July, 1799, and before the Sist of March, 1817, 
remain the servants of the owners of their moth- 
ers, and their representatives, “in the same mau- 
ver as if such children had been hound to service 
by the overseers.of the poor,” viz. males until the 
age of 28 years, and females until the age of 25 
years. 

$3. Children born. of slaves since the Sist day 
of March, 1817, remain servants as aforesaid, un- 
ul the ageof 21 years, and no longer, 

4. Chiidren of servanis are absolutely free, 


white children, except as to the qualifications fos 
voting at electious.—Verment Chronicle. 


EXTRACT FROM GROSVENOR. 


Dr. Grosvenor, in a Sermon entitled, “ The 
Temper of Jesus Clirist towards his Enemies, and 
tis Grace to the chiet of Sinners, in his command- 
nig the Gospel to begin at Jerusalem,” has the fol- 
lowing very lively and striking passage :—“It is 
very affeeting that the first offers of grace should 
he made to those who, of all people in the world, 
had done it the most despite! That the heavenly 
gift should be tendered to those first who least de- 
served ut: not that any can deserve it at ail, for 
then it were not grace; but they of all people had 
inost deserved the contrary! That they, who had 
abused Christ to a degree beyond the most pitiful 
description, should yet lie uppermost ip his care, 
and stand foremost in his pity, and find so niweh 
mercy from one to whom they showed none at 
all } 

*'Qne’ would rather have expected the apostles 
should have received another kind of charge, and 
that Christ should have said, Let repentance and 
remission of sins ‘be preached, but carry it not to 
Jerusalem, that wicked city, thathas been the 
slanghter-house of my prophets, whom I have 
often sent. After them T seut Johii the Baptist, a 
Lburning and sbitiing light ; hint they killed in pris- 
én, “Last of all, I inyself, the son, came also ; 
band me, With Wicked hands, they have crucified 
hand slain. “They may go, she sme by you ; the 
Aisciple is not Tike to be’ betier (treated) than his 
Lord : let not the gospel enter, those gates, through 
which they led me, its author, to crucifixion, 

“1 have been preaching thee myself these three 
years, I have mingled my tears with my sermons, 
I have supported my pretensions and character 
from the scriptures of Moses and the prophets, I 
have confirmed them by divine miracles, and seal- 
ed all with my blood, yet they would not give ear: 
O Jerusalem ! Jerusalem ! all that I have left for 
thee now is, what I have before dropt over thee, 
viz. a compassionate tear and wish, that thou hadst 
known in this day the things that belonged to thy 
peace ! but now they are hid from thy eyes ; and so 
let them remain ; for I charge you, my apostles, fo 
preach repentance and remission of sins to all 
other nations, but come not near that wicked city. 
* But God’s thoughts are not as ours, neither are 








seme time, had 7,557, and Delaware 4,509, 


his ways as our ways ; but as far as the heavens are 


and their condition by law, is the same as that of 
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pave the earth, so are his thoug hts and ways above 
‘ors... Our way is, to make the chief offenders 
-xamples of justice, to avenge ourselves upon those 
»no have done us personal injury and wrong ; but 
Christ Chooses out these to make examples of mwer- 
-:, awd commands the first offer of eternal life to 
be nade to them, and ali the world are to wait till 
sey have had the first refusal of the gospel-salva- 
j0"- 
“As if our Lord had said, It is true my sufferings 
wre an universal remedy, and [ have given my life 
, ransom for many, that the Gentiles afar off 
night be brought nigh, and all the ‘ends of the 
earth might see the salvation of God, and there- 
(re go into all nations and offer this salvation as 
son gu 3 But, lest the poor ‘house of Israel should 
wink themselves abandoned to despair, the seed of 
Avraham, mine ancient friend, as cruel atrd un- 
jd as they have been, go, make them the first 
cller of grace, let thew have the first refusal 
of gospel merey;let them that struck the rock, 
drink first of ws refreshing streams ; and they that 
drew my blood, be welcome to its healing virtue. 

“Tell them, that as I was sent to the lost sheep of 
the house of Isruel, so, if they will be gathered, | 
vill be their Shepherd still._—Though they despi- 
dd my tears, wach Lshed over them, and impre- 
cated my blood to be upon them, tell them it was 
for their sakes I shed both, that by my tears | 
might soften their hearts towards God, and by my 
blood 1 might reconcile God to them. 

* Tell them [live , and because | am alive again, 
my death shall not be their damnation ; nor is my 
murder an unpardonable sin, but that the blood of 
Jesus cleanseth from all sin, even the sin by which 
that blood was drawn. 

“ Teli them, you have seen the prints of the nails 
upon my hands and feet, and the wound of the 
spear inmy side, and that those marks of their 
cruelty are so far from giving me_ vindictive 
thoughts, that every wound they have given me 
speaks in then behalf, pleads with the Fazher for 
remission of their sins, and enables me to bestow, 
it; and by those sufferiugs which they may be rea- 
dy to think have exasperated me against them, by 
those very wounds, court and persuade them \o re- 
ceive the salvation they have procured, 

“ Nay, if you meet that poor wretch that thrust 
the spear into my side, tell him, there,is. another 
way, a better way of Coming to iny heart, even my 
heart’s Tove if he will repent, and look 
whom he has prerced, aud will mourn, | wall cherish 
hun in that very bosom he has wounded; he slyall 
find the blood he shed, an ample atonement for the 
sin of shedding it, And tell him from me, he will 
put me to more pain aid displeasure by refusing 
this offer of my blood, than when he first drew it 
forth. In short, 

“Though they have gainsayed my doctrine, 
blasphemed my divinity, and abused and tormen 
ted my person, taken away my life, and, what is 
next valuable to every honest man, endeavoured to 
murder my reputation by making me an impostor, 
and imputing my miracles to a combination with 
Beelzebub ; however, go to Jerusalem, and by be- 
ginning there, show them such a miracle of good- 
ness and grace, that they themselves must confess 
too good for the Devil to have any hand in, too 
Godlike for hin to be assisting to ; that may con- 
vince them of their sin, and at the same time, that 





nothing ean be greater than their sin, except this 
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mercy and grace of mine, which, where their sin 
has abounded does thus much more abound, be- 
ginning at Jerusalem.” 


LITTLE JANE. 


Should the following anecdote meet with your 
approbation, you will please give it a place in your 
Mouthly Magazine for the Sabbath School : 

A little girl who had ever been considered re- 
markable for her obedience to her parents, refused 
one morning to go to school. Her mother expres- 
sed much surptise, and sail, my dear, why do you 
not wish to go? = It is nightie, the bell has rung, 
so put on your bonnet and get ready, or | fear you 
will be late, and you know if you are, it will dis- 
please Miss W—~-— very much, for herself as 
well as all other teachers dislike to have theic 
scholars late. Her reply was, I cannot go yet. 
What is the matter, Jane? dou’t you feel well ? 
said her mother. Yes, mamma, but I have this 
morning neglected to go by myself, | have not 
thanked my heavenly Father for the kind care he 
has taken of me the past night, neither have I 
asked him to keep me from sin during the day—I 
am sure | cannot think of going to school until I 
do. Why my child, replied the mother, as it is 
getting late, perhaps you had better defer it until 
you come home—and when you are going along, 
you can raise your thoughts to God, and be will 
listen to you. 

No! mamuna, said little Jane, this will not do, 
for | once tried it, and nothing went right with me 
all thatday. Her mother pressed her no longer, 
but bade her go and implore God’s blessings to 
rest upon her—this dutifal child did so, and was 
happy and cheerful the remainder of the day. 

‘nat every little girl and boy, who reads this, 
may be induced to follow little Jaue’s example, 
is the earnest wish of one who feels deeply inter- 
ested for the salvation of children, and who hopes 
to behold many a child at the right hand of God, 
giving him the glory, that their lot was cast in that 
land, where they were permiite: to attend a Sab- 
bath School and ceceive the Mouwthly Magazine. 
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DIED—Io Great Barsiogs on Sati ayt ‘Ath 
mst. Miss te Whiting sgh ef Gen. John 
Whiting, aged 21.—Te human view ways of God 


t hind) are often dark and inscrutable ; yét We are assured 


that justice and judgment aré the haoitation of H 
throne.—About (four Vyeds \gince her >pid ; 
was called froui the midstoof ave fulucss. | Soon afte ' 
a beloved sister, at the age Of 2b, wad followed td) the’ 
grave; and now this dovely youth whose character’ 
was uncommonly matured, is numbered with the 
dead !—Truly, ‘‘ God"§ ways are not our ways. -— 
Well may the bereaved father aud family adopt the 
language of Young : 

“ Thy shafts flew thrice, 

And thrice my peace was slain.” 

In Woodbridge, Mr. Daniel Hotclikiss, aged 83, « 
worthy and respectable inhabitant. He died ag. he. 
had lived, asincere christian. His friends and rela- 
tions mourn his loss, although assured of his having 
left this for a better world. 

In Southbury, Mr. David Hurd, aged 41; Mr. John 
Sniffins, aged 50. 

At Brookfield, Benjamin Smith, Esq. aged 35. 

In New York, on the 21st inst. Dr. William Cham- 
bers, well known as the digpenser of the medicine for 
the cure of Intemperance. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


Group after group are gathering~such as prest 
Once to their Saviour’s arms, and gently laid 
Their cherub heads upon his shielding breast, 


Though sterner souls the fond approach forbade ;— 


Group after group glide on with noisless tread, 
And round Jehovah's sacred altar meet, 

Where holy thoughts in infant hearts are bred, 
And holy words their ruby lips repeat, 

Ott with a chastened glance, in modulation sweet. 


Yet some there are, upon whose childish brows 
Wan poverty hath done the work of care ; 

Look up, ye sad ones! ‘tis your Father’s house 
Bencath whose consecrated dome you are ; 

More gorgeous robes ye see, and trappings rare, 
And watch the gaudier forms that gayly move, 

\nd deem, perchance, mistaken as you are, 
The “ coat of many colours "’ proves His love, 

Whose sign is in the heart, and whose reward above. 


And ye, blest laborers in this humble sphere, 

To deeds of saintlike charity inclined, 
Who from vour cells of meditation dear, 

Come forth to guide the weak, untutored mind,— 
Yet ask no payment, save oue smile refined 

Of grateful love—one tear of contrite pain ! 
Meekly ye forfeit to your mission kind 

The rest of earthly Sabbaths. —Be your gain 
A Sabbath without end, ’mid yon celestial plain. 


H. 








SABBATH SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


[Communicated to Zion's Herald by a witness of the fact.j 


To a small log house, in the deep wood in (Potsdam, 
N.Y.) lived a beastly drunkard, a laborious, broken- 
hearted wile, andten ragged children, with little more 
covering than nature’s garments. A few weeks ago, 
two female friends of Sabbath Schools, and of their 
Divine Master, as we hope, visited this abode of pov- 
erty and wretchedness. The children fled at their 
approach, evidently for the same reason that Adam 
fled from the presence of his Maker—because Bes 
The f woman was not entirely ig- 

‘ron whieh God had wrought in 
- past, and she hoped she 
th seldom allowed 
She grate- 






Fessous, and hearts 
At the close of the school, the superintea- 
School 


day of the next week, and the colle¢tion for the bene- 
fii of Sabbath Schools, and said every scholar must, in 
the course of the week, devise some way to earn one 
ceut, at least, to bring into the Lord’s treasury. These 
poor children, with their mother, were anxiously con- 
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The Sunday School.—Sabbath School Anecdote. 
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sulting during the week liow they should obtain ea-}, 
his cent. The father was not disposed to help thei . 
there was not a friend of Sabbath Schools near them. 
they almost despaired: but the cry of the young ra. 
vens is heard, and these children were not forsaken 
One of the little boys found ajhorse shoe in the road. 
he rantwo miles to a blacksmith’s shop and sold ; 
and supplied every brother and sister. On Monda, 
evening, with light and joyful hearts, as was visib), 
in every countenance, they deposited their little all j,, 
the box. Such a collection was never before witnes.. 
ed in our Sabbath School Concert—a single schoo! 
cent by cent, to the amount of four dollars. 

It seems as if the children of this land, and of th. 
generation, were in a special manner the favorite; 
of Heaven, and that when the concerns of thi: 
world shall rest on their shoulders, none shall necd 
say to his neighbor “Know the Lord,” for all shai) 
kaow Ilim. 

era 





Mr. Fletcher, preaching on Noahasa type of Christ 
was in the midst of a most animated deseription 
of the terrible day of the Lord, when he sudden!) 
paused, every feature of his expressive countenance 
was marked with painful feeling, and striking his 
forebead with the palm of his hand, he exclaimed. 
Wretched man that Il am! Beloved brethren, it often 
cuts me to the soul, as it does at this moment, to re 
flect that while I have been endeavoring by the force 
of truth, by the beauty of holiwess, and even by the 
terrorsof the Lord, to beg of you to walk in the peace- 
able paths of righteousness, I am, in respect to many 
of you who reject the gospel, only tying millstone: 
round your uvecks to sink you deeper in perdition 
The whole church was electrified, and it was some 
time before he oould resume his subject. 

— 








Matthew Mead, an eminent nonconformist, was 
politely addressed by a nobleman, “I am sorry. 
Sir, that we have not.a person of your abilitirs 
with ws in the established church. They would ): 
extensively useful there.”’ You dont, my Lord 1 
quire persons of great abilities in the establishment 
“Why so, Sir; what do you mean?” When you 
christen a child, you regenerate it by the Holy Ghost 
When you confirm a youth, you assure him oi 
God’s favour andthe forgiveness of his sinus. When 
you visit a sick person, you absolve him from al! 
his iniquities, and when you bury the dead you 
send them all to heaven. Of what particular ser 
vice then can great abilities be in your communion 
—Conn. Obs. 

— The Swearer's Prayer.—The origin of this lit- 
tle tract was occasioned by a clergyman observing 
ra group of sailors blaspheming in a sea-port town, 
as he was on his way to preach on the Sabbath to 
his congregation. He remonstrated with them on 
the wickedness of their course, and afterwards al- 
‘loded to what he called “ The Swearer’s Prayer” 
in his sermon ; 4 friend present caught the expres- 
sion, and immediately formed upon it that admir- 
able tract that has done so much good in rechim- 





ing sinners. 





‘Opies, $2, with an allowance of 1D per cent. to agent. 
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